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external object of a representation the notion of a per-
manently persisting thing, we are led to transfer this notion
also to the representation as it exists in us; to think of it
as appearing and disappearing, like external things, inde-
pendently of ourselves. Finally, these supposed changes
on the part of objects need a stage on which to take place;
and so we create the notion of an internal space, which we
call consciousness, analogous to the external space in which
the drama of external nature is played. Feelings, desires,
and volitions do not, of course, have external objects
corresponding to them, as representations do. Hence in
their case, we give up the attempt to regard each individual
process as an independent thing. Instead, each class of these
inner states is made an independent existence, influenced
in its behaviour by representations, and occasionally exerting
influence upon them in its turn.

All these fictions vanish if, instead of dealing with
abstractions derived from the objects of external perception,.
we reverse the procedure and leave the relation of inner
perceptions to external things wholly out of account at
the outset Representations will then be not objects but
processes, phenomena belonging to a ceaseless inner stream
of events. Feelings, desires and volitions will be parts of
this stream, inseparable in actuality from representations,,
and, like them, the expressions of no independent existences
or forces; rather possessing reality only as individual feelings,
desires or volitions. Nay, the distinctions between these
processes themselves are ill-defined; we call a certain
stirring of our inward nature Feeling, when the active element
that characterises our conception of will remains in the
background; we call it Desire, when this active element
becomes noticeable, but exerts as yet no direct power to
change the course of inner events; we speak of a Volition,
when to our inner state there is added the perception of self-